
                                                              

   
 

 
Facible Awarded National Institutes of Health Grant to Advance Rapid Test for SARS-CoV-2 

(COVID-19) 
 

-Company to receive $250,000 from NIH’s RADx Tech Initiative to advance the development of their 
SARS-CoV-2 Q-LAAD Test with the potential of making testing more accessible for people around the 

world 
 

-Q-LAAD platform could yield results in under five minutes 
 

Boise, Idaho, December 15, 2020 – Facible Biodiagnostics, a purpose-driven startup company focused 
on creating fast, accurate and affordable hospital-grade biodiagnostic tests, today announced a $250,000 
award from The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) Tech 
initiative. Facible will utilize this award, managed by the Consortia of Improving Medicine with Innovation 
& Technology (CIMIT) through the NIH Point-of-Care Technologies Research Network (POCTRN) 
program, to accelerate the ongoing development, scale-up and deployment of a novel SARS-CoV-2 test 
based on Facible’s Quantum-Logic Aptamer Analyte Detection (Q-LAAD) platform. Preliminary results 
demonstrate that the Q-LAAD test exceeds a minimum threshold of 95% accuracy putting it on par, if not 
better, than most (PCR) tests currently available.  
 
Facible’s QLAAD platform uses aptamer technology to detect the presence of viral proteins. Q-LAAD 
tests are designed to be plug-and-play, requiring minimal adaptation time associated with new test 
development. Facible’s Q-LAAD SARS-CoV-2 test was designed to be utilized in hospitals and 
laboratories with commercially available analyzers and fit within standard medical laboratory workflows, 
thus requiring minimal training or new expertise. 

“We are honored to be selected to receive funding through the NIH’s RADx Tech initiative to accelerate 
the progress of our revolutionary COVID-19 testing”, said Facible CEO and Co-Founder Steven Burden. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic gave us an opportunity to pivot our platform and join the unprecedented global 
fight to return people to work, school, their families and a sense of normality. For today and future 
pandemics, people need clarity, answers, and accessibility to their health and wellness before leaving a 
healthcare provider. Facible is leading diagnostic testing revolution, and with the resources afforded to us 
through the RADx Tech program, we’ll get there even faster.” 
The RADx Tech initiative is focused on rapidly advancing diagnostic testing technologies for COVID-19. 
Contracts are awarded to select companies to speed innovation in the development, commercialization, 
and implementation of the technologies for COVID-19 testing and beyond.  
 
“With this funding, we are one step closer to empowering patients and healthcare providers 
across  socioeconomic status during this pandemic by helping them know what they need in the moment 
to treat and protect their health and the health of those around them” Clémentine Gibard Bohachek, 
Facible’s CSO and Co-Founder stated. “People need clarity, answers, and accessibility to their health and 
wellness before leaving a healthcare provider and our (Q-LAAD) platform will do just that: give people of 
all communities highly accurate, hospital-grade results in minutes.” 

The company is in the process of submitting an Emergency Use of Authorization (EUA) with the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration and anticipates a decision in early 2021. In addition to Facible’s work on a 
COVID-19 diagnostic, the company is also researching ways to apply the Q-LAAD test for use on other 
respiratory diseases, such as Influenza. 
 
Facible has received support from CIMIT through the POCTRN program. CIMIT and POCTRN are 
supported by the RADx Tech program and have been funded in whole or in part with federal funds from 
the National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering, National Institutes of Health, Department 
of Health and Human Services, under Grant No. U54EB015408. 

 



                                                              

   
 

About Facible   
Facible is a purpose-driven biodiagnostic technology company focused on helping people of all 
communities, understand and optimize their health with a new hospital-grade fast track test that offers 
speed, accessibility, and accuracy. Facible’s propriety Quantum-Logic Aptamer Analyte Detection (Q-
LAAD) technology uses fluorogenic-logic aptamers to signal the presence of a target molecule. Facible is 
currently adapting its Q-LAAD technology to develop a fast-track test in the fight against COVID-19. Q-
LAAD provides healthcare providers with instantaneous data, while giving patients necessary clarity, 
answers, and accessibility about their health and wellness before leaving the hospital, clinic, urgent care 
or doctor’s office. For more information about the company, please visit www.facible.com or connect with 
us @FACibleBDx on Twitter. 

Corporate/Marketing/Partnerships Contact: Travis Nilsson, Facible, travis.nilsson@facible.com  
 


